Characteristics of Urban Arterial Crashes Relative to Proximity to Intersections and
Injury Severity
Journal

Transportation Research Record: Journal of the Transportation Research Board

Publisher

Transportation Research Board of the National Academies

ISSN

0361-1981

Issue

Volume 2083 / 2008

Category

Safety and Human Performance

Pages

137-144

DOI

10.3141/2083-16

Online Date

Wednesday, January 28, 2008

Authors
Abhishek Das1, Anurag Pande1, Mohamed Abdel-Aty1, Joseph B. Santos2
1

Department of Civil, Environmental, and Construction Engineering, University of Central Florida, 4000 Central
Florida Boulevard, Orlando, FL 32816-2450
2
Florida Department of Transportation, State Safety Office, MS #53, 605 Suwannee Street, Tallahassee, FL
32399-0450
Abstract

Intersections of an urban arterial corridor may influence crashes that occur even beyond their
physical area. This study examines the effect of the gradual change in the distance of
intersection influence on crash characteristics that explain injury severity outcomes of arterial
crashes. The approach adopted involves simultaneous estimation of two variables: an ordinal
variable representing crash—injury severity and a binary variable representing crash location
(intersection versus segment crashes). The dichotomy in crash location is based on the
threshold distance of intersection influence. Five sets of bivariate simultaneous models were
estimated by using five threshold distances of influence varying from 0 to 200 ft at 50-ft
increments. A threshold of 0 ft essentially means that crashes only at the physical area of
intersections are treated as intersection crashes. The other four thresholds define crashes 50,
100, 150, and 200 ft from the center of the intersections as intersection crashes. Simultaneous
estimation allows accounting for common factors that affect both crash location and injury
severity, but are explicitly included in neither model. Effects of these common unknown factors
are reflected in the estimated correlation coefficient between the error terms for the two
models. The correlation coefficients were found to be significant for influence distances of 150
and 200 ft and insignificant for influence distances 0 through 100 ft. The implications of these
results are discussed. Results of the simultaneous estimation also reveal that crashes on the
corridor are less severe during afternoon peak traffic conditions and on blacktop surfaces, while
segments with a higher speed limit, a wider pavement surface, and a lower-than-median
annual average daily traffic are likely to experience more severe crashes. At low-influence
distance thresholds (≤50 ft), pavement surface condition (dry pavement) is significant in
discriminating intersection crashes from segment crashes, while pavement surface type
(blacktop surface) is significant at higher (≥150-ft) thresholds.

